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Corewell Health and the University of 
Minnesota Medical Center (UMMC) 
are two of the 13 federally funded  
Regional Emerging Special Pathogen 
Treatment Centers (RESPTCs).  
 
Our RESPTC Programs work to  
enhance and support the NaƟonal 
Special Pathogen System of Care 
(NSPS) to safely and effecƟvely  
manage special pathogen response. 
 

To learn more about the  
Corewell Health RESPTC, contact  
Tim Scholten, Program Manager, at  
 
Timothy.Scholten@corewellhealth.org 
 

To learn more about the UMMC 
RESPTC, contact Sarah Haroth,  
PaƟent Care Supervisor, at   
 
Sarah.Haroth@Fairview.org 

Corewell Health and UMMC are a part of 
HHS Region 5. 

Region 5 Emerging Special Pathogen Treatment  
 Center (RESPTC) NewsleƩer 

If you want to learn more about  
Special Pathogens, check out  

NETEC’s Podcast:  

You can also take a look at  
NETEC’s most recent  

News & Blog. 

Region 5 Special Pathogen PPE Survey 
 

To support regional preparedness and surge 
readiness, Region 5 is inviting all facilities to 
participate in the 2026 Special Pathogen PPE 
Survey. This annual survey helps assess PPE 
availability, identify potential gaps, and guide 
training and resource sharing efforts across the 
region. 

The survey link is included here and will be open 
throughout February. Your participation helps 
strengthen visibility, collaboration, and readiness 
across Region 5.    

HHS Region 5 Special Pathogen PPE Inventory 
Survey – Fill out form             

Welcome to the Region 5 Level 2 STAND Award Recipients! 
 
We are pleased to congratulate this outstanding group of recipients of the  
Level 2 STAND Award. This achievement reflects your continued commitment 
to quality special pathogens care, coordination, and meaningful collaboration 
across the region. 
 
Please join us in recognizing the following awardees: 

·Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago  
 Chicago, Illinois 
·Indiana University Health – IU Health Methodist Hospital  
 Indianapolis, Indiana 
·Nationwide Children’s Hospital  
 Columbus, Ohio 
·Rush University Medical Center  
 Chicago, Illinois 
·University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics  
 Madison, Wisconsin 

 
We are excited to have you as part of the NSPS community and look forward 
to the shared learning, partnership, and continued success ahead. 
 
NETEC Announces Selected Grant Recipients of NSPS STAND Award to 
Strengthen Special Pathogen Preparedness Nationwide  | NETEC  
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Education Spotlight 
The PPE Ensemble – Knee High Boot Covers 

We take a liƩle piece of everywhere we have been with 
us when we leave. Unless we protect our feet!         
Footwear is imperaƟve to decrease the transmission of 
germs around the hospital. Its important that our team 
members know how to   decrease the bioburden from 
themselves, especially their footwear. ProtecƟng the 
feet and legs from splashing and dripping fluids is why 
we oŌen recommend knee high boot covers. The soles 
of the shoes can be protected using a sturdy shoe     
cover. We find that boot covers offer the best coverage 
of all three. It is important to check the AAMI raƟng of 
these if it is listed. We strongly encourage boot, or shoe 
covers with very sturdy protecƟon on the soles of the 
shoes. When doffing these using tools like grabbers or 
long shoehorns that can be disinfected between uses 
help decrease the spread of germs. Make sure team 
members can safely doff these and offer any assisƟve 
device pracƟcal and available. 

Ryan A. Thatcher, MSN, Clinical Educator  

Corewell Health RESPTC                                                    
NETEC PPE Workgroup SME                                             
NETEC PPE Resource Library  

 
The NaƟonal Special  
Pathogen System 
(NSPS) helps the  
country prepare the 
heath care system, protect the health care 
workforce, and respond to special  
pathogen events by coordinaƟng special 
pathogen care across the United States.  
(NSPS: NaƟonal Special Pathogen System | 

NETEC) 

Current Countries of Concern for Travel Screening 
Current Outbreaks per CDC - Travel Health NoƟces 

Regional Outreach in Ohio! 
 
‘KrisƟn has been excellent to work with. We offered 
the  Special Pathogens training to our northeast Ohio 
Healthcare CoaliƟon members, in a hybrid seƫng, with 
approximately 50 people in-person and on-line. Those    
in-person, who parƟcipated in the donning and doffing 
exercise, were very surprised at the amount of effort that 
goes into the PPE preparaƟon.  The presentaƟon was   
presented in an easy to understand format and will give 
us the opportunity to share with others who were unable 
to aƩend. We look forward to future collaboraƟons with 
KrisƟn and Corewell Health. Thank you so much for doing 
what you do.’  
 
ChrisƟna Fozio 
                                                                                               
Emergency Preparedness Program Manager                                       
Northeast Ohio Healthcare CoaliƟon   
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This month’s featured Funky Bug—Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever 
 

Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF) is a viral hemorrhagic fever illness cause by the CCHF virus. The CCHF 
virus is found in Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia, the Middle East and East and West Africa. It is  

transmiƩed by Ɵcks that feed on both domesƟc and wild animals; adult Ɵcks can also bite humans and transmit 
the virus.  

 

Methods of spread: 

· Bite from, or crushing of infected Ɵck 

· Contact with infected blood or Ɵssues of infected livestock 

· Contact with infected paƟents, their blood or body fluids 

 

Length of the incubaƟon period: 

· Tick bite = 1 – 3 days, maximum of 9 days 

· Contact with infected blood or Ɵssues = 5 – 6 days, maximum of 13 days 

 

Symptoms: 

· Sudden onset of fever, myalgia, dizziness, neck pain and sƟffness, backache, headache, sore eyes and  

photophobia 

· Nausea, vomiƟng, diarrhea, abdominal pain and sore throat early on, followed by sharp mood swings and  

confusion 

· AgitaƟon may be replaced by sleepiness, depression and lassitude, and the abdominal pain may localize to the 
upper right quadrant, with detectable hepatomegaly  

· Tachycardia, lymphadenopathy, and a petechial rash on internal mucosal surfaces, such as in the mouth and 
throat, and on the skin 

· Petechiae may give way to ecchymoses, and other hemorrhagic phenomena 

· Severely ill paƟents may experience rapid  

kidney deterioraƟon, sudden liver failure or pulmonary failure aŌer the fiŌh day of illness. 

 

Mortality rate = Approximately 30% 
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                 Regional Outreach Program 
 

Corewell Health and the  
University of Minnesota  
Medical Center (UMMC) are 
two of the 13 federally  
funded Regional Emerging 
Special Pathogen Treatment 
Centers (RESPTCs).  
 
Our RESPTC Programs work to 
enhance and support the  
NaƟonal Special Pathogen 
System of Care (NSPS) to  
safely and effecƟvely manage 
special pathogen response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more about the Corewell 
Health RESPTC, contact 
Tim Scholten, Program Manager, at 
Timothy.Scholten@corewellhealth.org  
 
To learn more about the UMMC 
RESPTC, contact Sarah Haroth,  
PaƟent Care Supervisor, at   
Sarah.Haroth@fairview.org 

NaƟonal Special Pathogens System of Care 

The NaƟonal Special Pathogen System (NSPS) helps the country prepare the heath care  
system, protect the health care workforce, and respond to special pathogen events by  
coordinaƟng special pathogen care across the United States.  
NSPS Minimum CapabiliƟes Resource 

How Do I Request Support? 
Regional Outreach Intake Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS? 
Contact our Regional Outreach  
Coordinators, directly:  
 
KrisƟn Sternhagen (MI, OH, IN, IL) 
KrisƟn.Sternhagen@corewellhealth.org  
  
Sara Thul (MN, WI) 
Sara.Thul@fairview.org  

Corewell Health and the UMMC are a part 
of HHS Region 5. 

EffecƟve July 1, 2024 The Joint Commission Requirement Standard IC.07.01.01  
The hospital implements processes to support preparedness for high-consequence infecƟous 
diseases or special pathogens.   
 

Are you prepared? WE CAN HELP! 
 Hospital - EMS - Public Health 

ConsultaƟon:  
Inclusive Program Review ∙ Standard Work Feedback  

Category A Waste Planning In-Person Site ConsultaƟon ∙ PPE Ensemble ConsideraƟons  
Training Development  

EducaƟon and Training:  
NSPS & RESPTC Overview ∙ Special Pathogens Overview ∙ IdenƟfy Isolate Inform  

Waste Management ∙ PPE ConsideraƟons PPE Donning & Doffing ∙ Ambulance Wrap Techniques 
Wrapping a PaƟent for Transport ∙ Lab ConsideraƟons ∙ Tabletop Exercises  

Miscellaneous:  
Speaker requests ∙ NETEC SPORSA Guidance ∙ TJC AccreditaƟon Strategies  

To subscribe to our newsleƩer send your request to: SPU@corewellhealth.org 


