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Corewell Health and the University of
Mi ta Medical Cent UMMC °
e tueo ot the 13 fedoraih fanded NSPS Level 2 Special Pathogen Treatment

ikl and Network Development (STAND) Award

Our RESPTC Programs work to
enhance and support the National
Special Pathogen System of Care
(NSPS) to safely and effectively
manage special pathogen response.

Ly

Corewell Health and UMMC are a part of
HHS Region 5.

To learn more about the
Corewell Health RESPTC, contact
Tim Scholten, Program Manager, at

Timothy.Scholten@corewellhealth.org

To learn more about the UMMC
RESPTC, contact Sarah Haroth,
Patient Care Supervisor, at

Sarah.Haroth@Fairview.org

Region 5 Special Pathogen PPE Survey

To support regional preparedness and surge
readiness, Region 5 is inviting all facilities to
participate in the 2026 Special Pathogen PPE
Survey. This annual survey helps assess PPE
availability, identify potential gaps, and guide
A S training and resource sharing efforts across the
) TRANSMISSION region.

4 INTERRUPTED

HHS Region 5 Special Pathogen
PPE Inventory Survey

The survey link is included here and will be open
throughout February. Your participation helps
strengthen visibility, collaboration, and readiness
across Region 5.

HHS Region 5 Special Pathogen PPE Inventory
Survey — Fill out form
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Education Spotlight
The PPE Ensemble — Knee High Boot Covers

We take a little piece of everywhere we have been with
us when we leave. Unless we protect our feet!
Footwear is imperative to decrease the transmission of
germs around the hospital. Its important that our team
members know how to decrease the bioburden from
themselves, especially their footwear. Protecting the
feet and legs from splashing and dripping fluids is why
we often recommend knee high boot covers. The soles
of the shoes can be protected using a sturdy shoe
cover. We find that boot covers offer the best coverage
of all three. It is important to check the AAMI rating of
these if it is listed. We strongly encourage boot, or shoe
covers with very sturdy protection on the soles of the
shoes. When doffing these using tools like grabbers or
long shoehorns that can be disinfected between uses
help decrease the spread of germs. Make sure team
members can safely doff these and offer any assistive
device practical and available.

Ryan A. Thatcher, MSN, Clinical Educator

Corewell Health RESPTC
NETEC PPE Workgroup SME
NETEC PPE Resource Library

Current Countries of Concern for Travel Screening
Current Outbreaks per CDC - Travel Health Notices

5 NSPS

PREPARE.PROTECT.RESPOND.

Location Disease Outbreak

Liberia Clade Il Mpox
Sri Lanka, Cuba Chikungunya
Global Polio, Dengue, Measles
: WY/ Is the NSPS Coordinating Body -
° and provides resources to NSPS Colombia Yellow Fever
® members
o : . Provide regional coordination Guinea, Nigeria Diphtheria
and outreach, resources, &
highly specialized care
Mexico Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever
Provides highly specialized care
for the duration of illness = - 3
Mauritania, Senegal Rift Valley Fever
= Provides short terin safe care St
[ ) and/or coordinates rapid Eth lopia Marbu g
patient transfer to a Level 1 or 2
Americas Oropouche
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This month’s featured Funky Bug—Marburg
Written by Sara Thul, Regional Outreach Specialist

Marburg Virus Disease (MVD): Clinical Overview for Healthcare Providers

+« Caused by Marburg virus, classified as a rare but highly aggressive viral hemaorrhagic fever (VHF).

= Canresult in rapid clinical deterioration, severe illness, and death, affecting both humans and non-human
primates, including apes and monkeys.

s  Egyptian rousette bats serve as the natural reservoir, able to carry Marburg virus without becoming sick. Egyptian
rousette bats are abundant in sub-Saharan Africa.

s Transmission can occur through direct contact with infected bats, contact with bushmeat (monkeys, forest
antelopes, and other bats), direct contact with blood or ether body fluids of infected individuals, or through
contaminated fomites such as bedding, medical equipment, or needles.

s Healthcare workers are at particular risk due to the close contact with patients and their infectious body
fluids. Having a plan to “identify, isolate, and inform™ is imperative. If Marburg is suspected, full barrier Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) should be used.

Clinical Presentation and Disease Course

The incubation period for MVD ranges from 2 to 21 days, with symptoms often beginning abruptly. Early manifestations
are nonspecific and resemble other VHFs, including fever, chills, headache, myalgia, sore throat, nausea, vomiting,
and diarrhea. A maculopapular rash may develop, commanly involving the trunk. As the disease progresses, patients
may develop severe complications, including multi-organ failure, delirium, hemorrhagic manifestations, and shock.
Case-fatality rates have varied by outbreak, ranging from approximately 20% to 90%. In fatal cases, death most
commonly occurs between B and 9 days after symptom onset.

Treatment and Management
There are currently no approved vaccines or antiviral therapies for Marburg virus

disease, although several candidates are under investigation. Management is E‘_r:'._g-.k N I
supportive, with an emphasis on early aggressive rehydration, electrolyte e 5 ]
management, supplemental oxygen, hemodynamic support, blood product . .T.* o ﬁ}ﬁ"”cjy—“ ‘}*“" " *F
replacement, and treatment of complications. Early supportive care has been - b o ":,a,n‘;?l’ Fw |
shown to improve survival. : £ - -y '" . { d :
[ i t .
Recent Epidemiology & N A |
On November 14, 2025, Ethiopia reported its first-ever confirmed outbreak of .:Hw ' = by ," = B T
Marburg virus disease. As of late lanuary, 2026 there have been 14 confirmed . F“"{r _,r ’-1 I %
cases and nine deaths associated with this outbreak. Other recent outbreaks - U T i W '{.. ;
include Rwanda in 2024 (66 cases, 15 deaths), Tanzania in 2023 (9 cases, ":::"‘ﬂ-".'-’_‘_.___lfz:-;.-:_::
6 deaths), and Eguatorial Guinea in 2023 (40 cases, 35 deaths). The largest {"T' — R /
recorded outbreak occurred in Angola in 2005, with 374 cases and 329 deaths. iy . y
Source: CDC History of Marburg Outbreaks | Marburg | CDC A r:‘f by
LE-T e PP, ) i = Dﬂl e @
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Regional Outreach Program

Corewell Health and the
University of Minnesota
Medical Center (UMMOC) are
two of the 13 federally
funded Regional Emerging
Special Pathogen Treatment
Centers (RESPTCs).

Our RESPTC Programs work to
enhance and support the
National Special Pathogen
System of Care (NSPS) to
safely and effectively manage
special pathogen response.

Be;
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Corewell Health and the UMMC are a part
of HHS Region 5.

To learn more about the Corewell
Health RESPTC, contact
Tim Scholten, Program Manager, at

National Special Pathogens System of Care

What will the System of Care
SYSTEM OF CARE Look Like?

Level I: Regional Treatment Centers or RESPTCs: Level 1 facilities
will serve as resource hubs for regions, providing highly specialized
care delivery to patients suspected of or infected by a special
pathogen. RESPTCs provide clinical care to patients of all ages and
acuity. Level 1 facilities can care for patients for the duration of their

LEVEL1

iliness.

LEVEL 2 Level 2 Special Pathogen Treatment Centers (SPTCs): Level 2
facilities have the capacity to deliver specialized care to clusters of
patients suspected of or infected by a special pathogen and serve as
the primary patient care delivery center. Level 2 SPTCs may be
pediatric, adult, or both. Level 2 facilities can care for patients for the

duration of their iliness.

Level 3: Assessment Centers: Level 3 facilities are widely accessible
care delivery facilities, able to conduct limited basic laboratory
testing and stabilize and coordinate rapid patient transfer to a Level
1or 2 facility to minimize impact to normal facility operations. Level 3
facilities can care for patients for 12-36 hours.

Level 4: All Other Healthcare Facilities: Level 4 facilities can identify,
isolate, inform, & initiate stabilizing medical care; protect staff, and
arrange timely patient transport to minimize impact to normal

facility operations.

The National Special Pathogen System (NSPS) helps the country prepare the heath care
system, protect the health care workforce, and respond to special pathogen events by
coordinating special pathogen care across the United States.

NSPS Minimum Capabilities Resource

Timothy.Scholten@corewellhealth.org

To learn more about the UMMC
RESPTC, contact Sarah Haroth,
Patient Care Supervisor, at
Sarah.Haroth@fairview.org

How Do | Request Support?
Regional Outreach Intake Form

Effective July 1, 2024 The Joint Commission Requirement Standard 1C.07.01.01
The hospital implements processes to support preparedness for high-consequence infectious
diseases or special pathogens.

Are you prepared? WE CAN HELP!

Hospital - EMS - Public Health

Consultation:
Inclusive Program Review - Standard Work Feedback
Category A Waste Planning In-Person Site Consultation - PPE Ensemble Considerations
Training Development

QUESTIONS?

Contact our Regional Outreach

Education and Training:
NSPS & RESPTC Overview - Special Pathogens Overview - Identify Isolate Inform
Waste Management - PPE Considerations PPE Donning & Doffing - Ambulance Wrap Techniques
Worapping a Patient for Transport - Lab Considerations - Tabletop Exercises

Coordinators, directly:

Kristin Sternhagen (M, OH, IN, IL)
Kristin.Sternhagen@corewellhealth.org

Miscellaneous:
Speaker requests - NETEC SPORSA Guidance - TIC Accreditation Strategies

Sara Thul (MN, WI)
Sara.Thul@fairview.org

To subscribe to our newsletter send your request to: SPU@corewellhealth.org




