WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT
of HEALTH SERVICES

Division of Public Health Ebola Update

Background

On May 27, 2026, the Bureau of Communicable Diseases (BCD) shared the May 19, 2026, CDC
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) Health Alert Network (HAN) Health Advisory providing
information about a new outbreak of Ebola disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and
Uganda caused by the Bundibugyo virus (species Orthoebolavirus bundibugyoense).

The risk of spread to the United States is considered low at this time. For monitored travelers,
every effort will be made to pre-plan any medical encounters and notify facilities prior to presentation
for care. At this time, Wisconsin does not have specific health care facilities or EMS services designated
for Ebola care and transport. Therefore, all health care providers, EMS agencies, and facilities should
be prepared to encounter a patient who has traveled to an affected country.

Recommendations for Wisconsin EMS

The National Emerging Special Pathogens Training and Education Center (NETEC) advises that while it
is unlikely EMS personnel will encounter an Ebola patient during routine operations, an outbreak
anywhere in the world increases the chance of encountering a recently traveled, infected patient.
Additionally, individuals who are monitoring for symptoms of Ebola may present with other more
common conditions with symptoms similar to Ebola that, out of an abundance of caution, would require
the same protocol as Ebola until it is ruled out.

NETEC recommends following an “identify, isolate, and inform” strategy and implementing
a hierarchy of controls to prevent disease transmission.

EMS and 911 professionals can review NETEC's guidance for responding to Ebola cases:
e NETEC EMS Strategies for Ebola

e NETEC EMS Procedural Guidelines for Special Pathogens
e ASPR TRACIE EMS Infectious Disease Playbook

All these resources, including how to request technical assistance, can be accessed on the NETEC EMS
landing page.

Additional resources

e Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers | Wisconsin Department of Health Services
e Interim Guidance for EMS Systems and 9-1-1 Answering Points | Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers
VHFs) | CDC
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https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDHS/bulletins/418faba
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fhan%2Fphp%2Fnotices%2Fhan00530.html/1/0101019e6b5bd20c-88ee1e15-2a18-4009-8954-8b0210292846-000000/IQlauuOJjL5bIr_UWVBP3OFNQuuI6eZPQoPV7E-CiTA=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnetec.org%2F2022%2F10%2F19%2Fems-strategies-for-ebola%2F/1/0101019e73cd987b-41c09981-3e9c-4ca6-a9c1-6c44bdafd436-000000/nH3Cd_vvdQzZdgnz1dJhZnUMOTFskYDbHsIqAChmkMQ=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnetec.org%2F2024%2F03%2F05%2Fems-procedural-guidelines-for-special-pathogens%2F/1/0101019e73cd987b-41c09981-3e9c-4ca6-a9c1-6c44bdafd436-000000/kw64s33K7fHDuInQB9MfjVWHms81wFDgmzSQizRmoJQ=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fasprtracie.hhs.gov%2Ftechnical-resources%2Fresource%2F4442%2Fems-infectious-disease-playbook/1/0101019e73cd987b-41c09981-3e9c-4ca6-a9c1-6c44bdafd436-000000/5DOGrD3sHFDDiSpQE0j48wCCumGis8ruD2sQH87xY7I=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnetec.org%2Feducation-training%2Femergency-medical-services-ems-featured-resources%2F/1/0101019e73cd987b-41c09981-3e9c-4ca6-a9c1-6c44bdafd436-000000/S6-6oNOrGDrR970yHDRm5TiXLTJ2g4jBxNxZAsMDeio=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnetec.org%2Feducation-training%2Femergency-medical-services-ems-featured-resources%2F/1/0101019e73cd987b-41c09981-3e9c-4ca6-a9c1-6c44bdafd436-000000/S6-6oNOrGDrR970yHDRm5TiXLTJ2g4jBxNxZAsMDeio=452
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/viral-hemorrhagic-fever.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/viral-hemorrhagic-fevers/hcp/emergency-guidance/ems-911.html
https://www.cdc.gov/viral-hemorrhagic-fevers/hcp/emergency-guidance/ems-911.html
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