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Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene

Mission: To improve and protect the human condition by providing accurate 

and precise testing, service, research and education.



LRN-B Structure

WISCONSIN STATE LABORATORY OF HYGIENE - UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



LRN-B Labs Across the US

*At least one in every state, 120+ total labs

▪120+ Member Labs

▪46 currently capable of 

testing for Ebola



Wisconsin Clinical Laboratory Network (WCLN)

WISCONSIN STATE LABORATORY OF HYGIENE - UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

• Comprised of 152+ laboratories

• Facilitated by the Wisconsin State 

Laboratory of Hygiene

• Coordinator: Nick Zumwalde, PhD 



WSLH Webpage
https://www.slh.wisc.edu/clinical/diseases/ebola-virus-

information-for-lab-professionals/

https://www.slh.wisc.edu/clinical/diseases/ebola-virus-information-for-lab-professionals/


Collection and Shipping Supplies

• EDTA tubes

• Category A shippers

• Packing supplies

• Shipping labels

• Declaration templates

• Hazard labeling stickers

Available at no cost 

for VHF testing



Packaging Instructions

Step-by-step instructions 
with pictures on how to 
package and ship 
specimens for testing

Linked on our Website:

https://www.slh.wisc.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2018/10/181024_Packagin

g-and-Shipping-a-Suspect-Category-A-

Infectious-Substance-Pictoral-Aid.pdf

https://www.slh.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/181024_Packaging-and-Shipping-a-Suspect-Category-A-Infectious-Substance-Pictoral-Aid.pdf


Transportation Assistance

• Delivery is eligible for emergency courier service
• Primary courier is Purple Mountain

• In some cases, this could include transport in a state vehicle like a 
police sheriff.

• Transport out of state is usually through World Courier

• Transportation to the Lab is fee-exempt



24/7 Lab Support

• Staff on-call 24/7 to take emergency calls and to come to the 
lab for testing



New Method- Global Fever Special Pathogen Panel

BioFire Torch

FilmArray-

Microfluidic, array based, 

multiplexed PCR



Simultaneous Detection of Multiple Pathogens

*FDA approved

• Results report as “Presumptive Positive” but are actionable

• Positives will go to CDC for confirmation

16 

pathogens

Intended for use in suspect VHF patients only



Test Directory



Test Directory



Key Test Details

• 2 tubes of EDTA whole blood (do not spin)

• Category A packaging with frozen cold packs

• Pre-approval from DHS, CDC, and WSLH required for testing 

• Fee exempt for all patients

• STAT testing available 24/7

From receipt in the lab to 

results is 4-8 hours
Biosafety level 3



Summary

• As Wisconsin’s only in-state testing laboratory for Ebola and 
other high-consequence pathogens, the State Lab enables 
rapid, coordinated response when it matters most.

• New instrumentation has improved in-state resources
• Broader test menu
• Faster turnaround times
• Safer, simpler workflows for laboratory staff

• Faster results give health departments the time they need to 
act—supporting prompt treatment, limiting spread, and 
accelerating response.


